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James Wolcott Wads-
worth, Jr., Selected at
Age of 37 to Fill Elihu
Root’s Chair, Is a
Fighter and a Farmer

With Fine Record

AMES WOLCOTT WADSWORTH,
Jr., selected by popular vote as
the new Senator from New
York, comes of a family distin-

sulshed In the public service, Yet none
s forebears achleved such distincetion

i Senatorship from the Empire State

it the age of 37, Having It In the
family this tradition of public service
iy possibly have given him an early
irt.
While It Is.natural to turn to English
milies for practical illustrations of
us tradition of publie service it Is not
weessary to go abroad for a parallel
the  Wadsworth fortunes. There
ere Martin Van Buren, also a New
Lker, and his son “I’rinee John," and
re are other families of (his State—
Livingstons, the Beekmans and oth-
whose roots go back to Colonial his-

wliic! have furni

1w several
cees=ive generations of men to fill im-
tant oftice n State and nation. Mr,

lawo election v the United
< Senate males him decidedly the
pron ng of the four generations
Wadsworths that have figured In un-
ion in the public life of

| 2
i fam f the oldest in the

one {f the biggest land-

s State. The deeds of the
for their possessions in

exee Valley date back to original
grants by the English Crown.
The first of the family in this State
Was James Wadsworth, known as the
American philanthropist,” who moved
Genesceo from Durham, Conn. He
vas a Yale graduate of 1787. James
Wiadsworth had  acquired immense
racts of land at the time of his death
in 1844, He printed and circulated at
his own expense many publications on
he subject of education and offered
bounties to the towns that first estabe
ii¢ secured the first
school library law, founded and ene
dowed the Cene y Library -.nd in deed-
ng land alway tipulated that 126

lished libraries,

acres In each new township should be
free for a church and 125 acres free
for a school,

The “American philanthropist's” son,
James Samuel, helped to found the new
Hepublican party in New York Btate.
He was an elector-at-large on the Fre-
mont ticket in 1856 and four years later
was a P'residential Elector on the Lin-
coln ticket, James Samucl Wadsworth
was milltary Governor of the District of
Columbia in the civil war and In 1862
was the Republican candidate for Gov-
ernor of New York. Serving as an
officer in the Unlon army, he was kllled
at the battle of the Wilderne
he commanded a division,

James Wolcott Wadsworth, his son,
and father of the new United States
Senator, was about to enter Yale in
1864, but abandoned the idea of collige
to joln the Union army In the fleld at

where

age of 18. He served until the end
of the war, He was twice a New York
vsgemblyman, was State Comptroller in
1879 and was «lected to Congress in
1581 and served untll 1885 and agaln
from 1591 1o 1907,

James W. Wadsworth, Jr, was born
at Geneseo on August 12, 1877, His
mother was Louise Travers, daughter

Willlam R. Travers of New York.
He was prepared for Yale at St Mark's
School in South Borough, Mass.,, and
entered college in !!ll- fall of 1894, being
graduated with the class of 1898

He was fond of all outdoor sports al

wol and college Baseball wag the

ng he liked most and played best,
ind in his last two years at Yale he was
on the varsity nin He played baseball
all summer each year on a team organ-

2ol In Geneseo by his rfather—to whom
Yale gave an honorary A M. the year

craduated his son, and the aggrega-
tlon of athletes becams known all over

es for its assembling
ollege

the Eastern
of star players from the various
ines Asxk a Yale man of the late "H0s
who Wadsworth {8 and he will probably
tell vou that Jimmie was the best first
Lbas:man ‘hat ever played on a Yale
varsity nine and one of the most popu

lar men in his class,

“Not a scholar,” ran the general ver-
dict, “In the sense of high standing, but
a man who knew every member of his
¢luss, a man who could make a good
speech offhand and a gplendid organizer
vradaworth was only a fair student 1-””
he would rather play baseball than eat

Mr., Wadsworth's chums at Yale In-
cluded Payni Whitney and  Adelbert
Hay, son of Secretary of State John
Hay Mr. Whitney and Mr, Wads-
worth afterward married Mr. Hay's two
alsters,  Mrs. James W, Wadsworth, Jr,
was Miss Alice Hay, and there are two
children, a boy and a girl, They were
married In 1802,

pBut to finish with Mr, Wadsworth at
college He was tapped for Skull and
at the .1 of his junior year, and

James Wolcott From a Photograph

Wadsworth, Jr. by Marceau.

being one of fifteen chosen that's over fifty square

have had It before him, that

. PPorter Chandler
r Wadsworth (who was from his youth
to a performins
J. Turnhull, Jr i=ed to admire young J,
1% the Spunish war got well under way. : ‘
W. Wadsworth, Jr,
several hundred
himself;
manage

'ennsyivania

campalgn In Porto
0 to work to make
After the Cuba properties of
ft i b f

Wadsworth was
too pleased at hav-

nt of thelr needs,

to the proprietors than
not only the mao
t earned on each farm

three classmates,
tour of the Iglands, They did not enlist;

instead their explorations broadened out

worth, master of hounds ;
, and thelr records g

Senator, 1s sald to own the largest area

After that Mr. Wadsworth came home New York State, know just what they planted each year,

and sottled down on the
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Four Generations of His
Family, One of Oldes:
in Country, Have
Figured in Unbroken
Succession in Public
Service of This State

what fertilizer they uvsed, the condition
of the soll, what money was spent
repairgs and when, and so they can tell
pretty nearly the possibilities of the
land and the crops ralsed on it
Young J. W. Wadsorth says that if
vou have a fair grade of soll, propwsd
knowledge of how

to work 1 1 1T I
necessary hoard work and expend the

same pains and bush ciare that

would in any other occupation farmin
ought to pay you 5 pepr centl, on yoin
capital year in and year out Al he

believes that is a decent return becauss
he savs, vou have had yvour home roo
ree ind  your ! for | s
part, have been free from wp rent,
grocer bills and the endless little pocket
drains, o that most of the actual ca
in hand has been clear gain,

There is something faseinating about
Mr, Wadsworthi—no one seems able
say Just what it = it « apparently
a blend of qualities, It was potent
enough to win the exubwerant suppwn
of President | evelt when Gov, His
gins decided in 130 that he wanted
Mr. Wadsworth aus Speaker of
York Assembl Wi

wervit | fir el \ S8e

He bLecame Spealer at the age of 2%
Clean cut trafehtforward

well educated L n

voice ( \

Wiadswarth wa \ I latend

to inspire nu ! min b

¢lose to him and popular Bking and «
thusia=m amao Viate f u whaole
State,

How did he con y get the S

hip with a 1 I Vs

eptlona tuation |

nto it ¢ Higeins found
tive hi
quirad
political t | i \
finally hit upon Wadowart who w
young, clean, fres come to o il

tal and of a Lo s and pleasing »
sonality, with family in excellent per
gonal record outside politics and
approval of I'resident Roosevelt to
him

For years a small ¢ligu
trolled, mainly thro
on Rules. all the impor:ant
that came hefor he Assembily

the close of tl

bill was committ
committos ind will pra

cided the fuats f ar 1M 1 regard

" ¢
less of

Now '} mmit:ee, like all others
wasg aprpointed the Speaker
fore to clean it 1} sdative p
hole Gov. Hizgins had et a Bpenks
untramme led with p cal alliar
He got his mar Wiadswaorth, who
the courags | 1 1 new comn
and leave on: of iuch warl
James T. Rogers of 11 me and Lols
Bedell, Odell’'s Assen Mt \ \ T
gult the end of thar wint s | it
sesglon was compass=sd w ont ans
the usual scandn ' rir ronnd
Rulis Commitiee « f AT |

The hest thing was that Speaker
Wadsworth's | cleaning didn’t stop
with the Ruales €anm ¢ bt exiended
to most of th nmittees of t ARsem
bly. Hi fted o I
rut—and a 1 1 ind
did much to e [ \han

He kept the Spu ership until 1910
indd then quit pal ffiit time hel
e | 1 ! 1 tior f
t { i N (B I 1nd
had ) t him, e did ne out and
penly atta 1 1 W n
Lare L Ald 1L} Loy
ind 1 if i f it

ne 1 ref thr

\ nt t
N Ll W \ \ new
ition didn’t 1 1 TI

|“.\Ir
rity T '
that he could
p if reclected,
nltogether; |

for the tinu
Mr. Wadsw
fust a regular

in organizat

g0 in honesty above and hevond ever

hing elsi H o direct primaries
hecause, he sald wrience showed that
the rich man 1l an absolutely unfair
advantage in h candidacy nnder the

Lty
urm,
IFarm,

gvetem of direct pominations, «
He has long favored a short hallot,
hiennlal sesslons of 1 Leeslislature, four

vear term for Governor and two year
terms for Assemblymen, and he has o

2 ini p ) = i LR }
to hig own and the remaining proper- trained, honest IraRs and his w

ures of their plantings for a century, fs to «it In Elihu Root’s chalr Was

1

1:l “instinctive horror of reformers™ n
Ter belleves that political machines can't
hig permanently serapped Wl that hos
may be made, whipped an sl
can't be ellminated I { words, he
is & good Republican not 1
lieve that there ex| ins redne
the dles that will solve at a all p
several other members of ltical puzzles and end all political ills
tending He s young, good wiell
hook= ning ways He has a olean record 1
and college man, sportsman, farmer, |
they lator, soldier and Speaker of Assembhl
ind the He has wealth, a fine family traditio
on each soclal positlon and great popularity and
y» hack for over the affectionate liking of those who work
full for him and those who vote for him,
a4 man more fortunately place
made, at 3772
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